[Use of antilymphocytic gamma globulin to monitor the course of viral hepatitis B].
The authors suggest a method for immunologic monitoring of the lymphocytic activity in viral hepatitis B (VHB) by the antilymphocytic gammaglobulin (ALG) capacity to inhibit rosette formation with sheep red blood cells. The findings evidence that sensitivity to ALG augments in the majority of VHB patients, this manifesting as an increased titre of this globulin inhibiting activity in the E-rosette formation test. A decreased sensitivity of the lymphocytes to the effects of specific antibodies points to activation of T lymphocytes and is regarded as an unfavourable prognostic sign.